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carefully follow the direc-
tions in the kit, especially 
instructions about when to 
wet the sandpaper, to make 
sure you don’t add deep 
scratches or imperfections.

Exhausting matters. Many 
car bu� s install new or custom 
exhaust systems because they love 
the shiny look and the sound, 
which can go from a deep purr 
to a full roar, says Costco 
member Scott Matchett, 
owner of Auto Collision 
Express (autocollision 
express.com), in Wood-
bridge, Virginia. Matchett, 
who owns and restores vin-
tage cars, says a new exhaust 
system can also provide better 
performance because it allows 
the engine to “breathe.” 

Many hot rod enthusiasts build and 
install their own exhausts, but Matchett 
recommends that novices work closely 
with an experienced mechanic to install an 
exhaust, or have an expert install it. There 
are a host of options and issues to consider, 
depending on the car’s make and model.

Rubber meets the road. “A new set of 
tires will make your car ride, handle and 
sound better,” says Lai. The investment 
also boosts operating safety and increases 
the value of your car if you plan to sell it, 
she notes. Be sure to check your car’s 
owners manual to buy tires that are the 
correct size or you can face “very, very 
bad things,” including blowouts and roll-
overs, says Matchett.

Wild wheels. In the old days, auto 
enthusiasts changed the look of their cars 
by changing hubcaps. Vintage car enthusi-
asts still do that. But modern wheels, sans 
hubcaps, o� er more options. You can use 
wheel repair kits to erase the scu� s and 
dings. Popular Mechanics even o� ers an 
online tutorial on how to paint them. 

Want something more? Peruse the 
many types of replacement wheels avail-
able for your car, but make sure you know 
they � t correctly so you don’t run into the 
safety considerations noted above. “Some 
wheels, once you tighten them down, you 
have to retorque them [after you drive a 
distance] or they will come loose,” Matchett 
says. “That is a big mistake we often see. 

They don’t retorque them 
and the wheels come off 
when they’re driving, caus-
ing other damage.”

Look inside. How are 
your seats? You can buy new 

seats or have them recovered 
at an upholstery shop. Not 

ready for that type of investment? 
Consider seat covers. They will 

spruce up the inside at a rea-
sonable cost, says auto enthu-

siast Shannon Henderson of 
Spring Branch, Texas, who 
is currently restoring six 
cars. “You can also have a 
dash cover made that cus-

tom � ts over the top of your 
current dashboard,” he adds. 

“These are pretty inexpensive, 
and you can even have them cus-

tomized with your name on them.” 
Floor it. A thorough wash works won-

ders. There are many systems and prod-
ucts to clean automotive carpet. Some auto 
a� cionados use car cleaning kits; others 
swear that flooding a stain with glass 
cleaner or paint thinner, letting it set for 
five minutes and blotting up the stain 
works best. Hairspray is another home 
remedy that many use to lift stains. 

For carpets with stains, rips and more, 
think replacement, Henderson suggests. 
It’s actually more cost-e� ective than try-
ing to repair badly damaged carpet. “Many 
used vehicles have horrible-looking car-
pets,” says Henderson. “If you search 
online you can � nd many companies that 
make replacement carpet kits for any kind 
of vehicle in the color of your choice. I just 
ordered one of these kits myself.”

What about your tunes? Every auto 
enthusiast spoken to for this story had 
upgraded his or her sound system. Zev 
Ginsberg of CarGurus (cargurus.com) in 
Boston has an Apple iPad installed in the 
dash of his 2006 Toyota Tacoma. “That 
turns on the music, the navigation and 
more,” he adds. “I also have upgraded the 
speakers and added a remote starter. That 
truck is fresh and unique to me again.” 

A word of caution. Don’t customize 
too much unless you plan to keep your car 
forever. “You want to make your car look 
good so you are proud of it, but so often 
people go overboard,” says Fleming. “We 
had one [customer] in here last week who 
had custom wheels and tires, a [cus-
tom-painted] roof, pins that made it look 
like a rally car. He had $10,000 invested in 
the car, and in the real world that type of 
work depreciates cars.” C

Nancy Dunham is a Washington, D.C.–based 
freelance journalist. 

THECOSTCOCONNECTION
Members will � nd interior and exterior 
automotive accessories for rejuvenating 
their rides, including seat covers, � oor 
mats, lighting, cleaning and waxing 
products, tires, custom wheels and more at 
their local Costco and on Costco.com.

LOVE THE RIDE YOU’RE WITH 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 59

Replacing the seats 
and stereo add new 

life to an old car.
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Summer driving 
season is fast 
approaching! It’s 
time to wash the 
winter grime off 
your car, plan a 
vacation road trip 
and perhaps buy 
a cool new pair of 
sunglasses. Warm 
air and dry roads 
generally mean 

better gas mileage than in winter (see 
October 2015 Fueling Conversation), but 
here are a few tips to make your summer 
driving more cost-effective.

Drive slower. Ponder Emerson’s 
famous quote that “Life is a journey, 
not a destination.” Although you will be 
eager to arrive at your beautiful vacation 
spot, remember that fuel economy drops 
as much as 20 percent when driving at 
75 mph versus 55. 

Avoid the roof rack. The more 
stuff you pile on top of the car, the more 
aerodynamic drag will reduce your 
mileage. Depending 
on your car and the 
size of your cargo, 
rooftop carriers can 
substantially lower 
fuel economy.

Use the AC wisely. Before starting 
the car, roll down the windows to 
release the hot air. Keep them rolled 
down while driving at low speeds, 
but roll them up when you get on 
the highway. At higher speeds, air 
conditioning is more ef� cient than the 
drag created by open windows. But air 
conditioning can reduce summer mileage 
by 10 percent, and even more in a hybrid 
vehicle. With your new sunglasses and 
the AC cranked high, you’ll be super cool 
but your car will use more gas.

Buy your gas at Costco. Save 
your hard-earned vacation dollars by 
purchasing clean-burning Kirkland 
Signature™ Gasoline! ■
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